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Current Affairs Questions for CLAT Exam 
Current Affairs Quiz 33 
 

Directions: Study the following information carefully and answer the questions given beside. 
 

The ruling BJP now has 86 members in the Rajya Sabha after elections to 19 seats across several States. This is 
the highest number for the party in the Upper House, though it is still short of the halfway mark. Of a total of 
61 vacancies, 42 were filled unopposed earlier and of the 19 contests, the BJP won eight while the Congress 
won four. Of the 61 outgoing members, 17 were from the Congress and 15 from the BJP. With this round of 
elections, the BJP’s tally increased by 11, from 75. The Congress now has 41. The Opposition benches will now 
have veterans such as H.D. Deve Gowda, Mallikarjun Kharge (both from Karnataka) Digvijaya Singh (from 
Madhya Pradesh) and Shibu Soren (from Jharkhand) and K.C. Venugopal (from Rajasthan). A noticeable 
addition to the treasury benches is Jyotiraditya Scindia, whose defection from the Congress in March brought 
down the Kamal Nath government in Madhya Pradesh, and brought the BJP back to power there. 
Bhubaneswar Kalita, the Congress’s chief whip in the Rajya Sabha until August last year, is now returning as a 
BJP member from Assam. All this point to a pattern of the BJP’s frenzied approach to increasing its Rajya 
Sabha strength. 
  
After the elections were announced, eight Congress MLAs left the party in Gujarat, and enabled the victory of 
an extra BJP candidate to the Rajya Sabha. In Rajasthan, the party fielded two candidates though it had the 
strength to elect only one, leading to speculation that plans were underway to poach Congress MLAs. The 
sight of political parties hauling in MLAs to luxury confinements ahead of the Rajya Sabha polls has become 
common. The Council of States institutionalises the sharing of power between the Centre and the State under 
India’s federal structure. The House of the elders is also considered an exalted forum of scholarship and 
statesmanship. But this majesty has taken a beating due to factors, including but not limited to machinations 
that go into its making. The steady ingress of celebrities and business tycoons has not made a serious 
contribution to the Rajya Sabha’s working. The BJP, under its current leadership, has demonstrated an 
aversion to deliberations of all types, and the Rajya Sabha has been a particular target. In a country as vast and 
diverse as India, deliberations are critical. The government has arbitrarily labelled bills as money bills to bypass 
scrutiny and passing by the Rajya Sabha. And some pieces of legislation with far-reaching effect on the country 
— to change the status of Jammu and Kashmir, for instance — have been pushed through both Houses. In 
such a scenario, it is imperative that members work across party lines to uphold Parliament’s constitutional 
role. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us 

www.smartkeeda.com   | https://testzone.smartkeeda.com/# 

SBI | RBI | IBPS |RRB | SSC | NIACL | EPFO | UGC NET |LIC | Railways | CLAT | RJS 

https://t.me/smartkeedaofficial
https://t.me/smartkeedaofficial
http://www.smartkeeda.com/
https://testzone.smartkeeda.com/
https://t.me/smartkeedaofficial
https://t.me/smartkeedaofficial


 

 

1. How many Rajya Sabha members are there in India? 

A. 552    B. 250    C. 238    D. 530 

 
2. At present who is the chairperson of Rajya Sabha? 

A. Ram Nath Kovid  B. Arvind Subramaniyam C. M. Venkaiah Naidu  D. Om Birla 

 
3. How many different types of bills can be presented in the Indian Parliament? 

A. 4    B. 6    C. 3    D. 5 

 
4. In which article of Indian Constitution money bill is defined? 

A. 101    B. 56    C. 35    D. 110 

   
 
 
 
 

Correct Answers: 

1 2 3 4 

B C A D 
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Explanations :  
 
1.   The Rajya Sabha should consist of not more than 250 members - 238 members representing the States 

and Union Territories, and 12 members nominated by the President. Rajya Sabha is a permanent body 
and is not subject to dissolution. 

  
Hence, option B is correct. 

 
 

2. The Vice President of India (currently, Venkaiah Naidu) is the ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, 
who presides over its sessions. 

  
Hence, option C is correct. 

 
 

3. There are four types of Bills, namely- 
  

(i) Constitution Amendment Bills; 
  

(ii) Money Bills; 
  

(iii) Financial Bills; and 
  

(iv) Ordinary Bills. 
  

Hence, option A is correct. 
 
 

4.   Money Bill refers to a bill (draft law) introduced in the Lower Chamber of Indian Parliament (Lok Sabha) 
which generally covers the issue of receipt and spending of money, such as tax laws, laws governing 
borrowing and expenditure of the Government, prevention of black money etc. Money Bill is defined in 
Article 110 of the Indian Constitution. 

  
Hence, option D is correct. 
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