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Current Affairs Questions for CLAT Exam
Current Affairs Quiz 35

Directions: Study the following information carefully and answer the questions given beside.

The Centre’s decision to make it mandatory for vendors on the Government e-Marketplace (GeM)
procurement platform to specify the country of origin of new products listed by them is on the face of it
unexceptionable, aimed as it is at promoting India-made goods. Apart from the place of manufacture, the
platform’s administrators have also sought details on the extent of local content and set guidelines on the
percentage of localisation for enabling procurement in the case of bids of a specified value. However, the
timing and thrust of the announcement — set in the backdrop of the government’s new-found push for self-
reliance in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and its devastating impact on the global economy, coupled
with the recent heightened border tensions with China — raises several questions. The government’s
attempts to raise the share of manufacturing in the economy through the [1] programme have so far failed to
significantly boost investment in new, cutting-edge technology-driven or export-oriented industries and
instead only taken the country back to import substitution plants making goods predominantly for domestic
consumption. To that extent, the drive for self-reliance and greater localisation risks once again eroding Indian
industry’s global competitiveness by placing a premium on ‘Indianness’ over quality or cost.

The Centre’s move with its GeM portal has also predictably kindled and amplified a gathering clamour for the
identification and subsequent boycott of [2] products including on private e-commerce platforms. The
weaponisation of trade ties, especially one where India’s reliance on imports from China now extend?s
beyond smartphones and low-cost electronics to heavy machinery and active pharmaceutical ingredients, is a
double-edged sword and fraught with risks for the Indian economy as well. India’s drug makers, who are
seeking to entrench themselves as a pharmacy to the world amid the pandemic and accompanying rush for
affordable generic treatments, depend on the northern neighbour for about 70% of their requirements of bulk
drugs and intermediates. For India to wean itself off these dependencies will take time. The fact is that
enhancing manufacturing capacities with improved efficiency and reduced cost would require an overhaul of
bureaucratic processes. Attaining genuine self-reliance is a long and capital intensive process that would
require far greater investment in education, skill-building and infrastructure. The GeM move on country of
origin is at best symbolic. For now, policymakers ought to tone down any trade-linked rhetoric and give
diplomats and military negotiators the room to smoothe ties.
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1. PM launched which [1] programme in 2014 under which the government is again
trying to raise the share of manufacturing in the country?

A. Stand up India B. Make in India C. Start up India D. Design in India
2. Currently, there is an ongoing wave of boycotting which country's [2] products?
A. Pakistan B. Nepal C. China D. U.S.

3. Which of the following is the largest trading partner of India?

A.US. B. China C. Saudi Arabia D. UAE
4, Which of the following is the largest destination for India's exports?
A. Pakistan B. China C. Sri Lanka D. U.S.

5. Which of the following is the largest source of India's import?

A.U.S. B. China C. UAE D. UK

Correct Answers:

1 2 3 4 5
B C A D B
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Explanations :

1.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Make in India initiative on September 25, 2014, with the
primary goal of making India a global manufacturing hub, by encouraging both multinational as well as
domestic companies to manufacture their products within the country.

Hence, option B is correct.

Border tension between India and China has added a new dimension, with rising chorus to boycott
Chinese goods.

Hence, option Cis correct.

The US has surpassed China to become India's top trading partner, showing greater economic ties
between the two countries. According to the data of the commerce ministry, in 2018-19, the bilateral

trade between the US and India stood at USD 87.95 billion.

Hence, option A is correct.

USA is the largest export destination for Indian export. It accounts for 16% of total Indian export.
Hence, option D is correct.

China is the biggest source of Indian import. Chinese exports to India was $74.72 billion in 2019 while
Indian export to China was just $17.95 billion in the same year.

Hence, option B is correct.
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