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Directions: Study the following questions carefully and answer the
questions given below.

1. Union Cabinet has recently approved what percent hike in DA
for central government employees?

A. 4 percent B. 3 percent C. 2 percent

D. 1 percent E. None of these

2. What amount was recently allocated to the Swadesh Darshan
Scheme during the extent of 14th Finance Commission ending in
2020?

A. Rs 2045 cr B. Rs 2012 cr

C. Rs 2055 cr D.Rs 2041 cr

3. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has recently
approved KUSUM scheme. What is the full form of “KUSUM”?

A. Kisan Urja Samidhan evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan
B. Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan MahabhiyanSuraksha
C. Kisan Urja Samasya evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan

D. Kisan Urja Sahoyog evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan

4. What amount was recently allocated by Cabinet for phase-Il of
Grid Connected Rooftop Solar Programme?

A. Rs 11000 cr B. Rs 11451 cr

C.Rs 11814 cr D.Rs 11524 cr



5. Prime Minister Sri Narendra Modi has recently inaugurated a
Virtual Experiential Museum (VEM) in

A. Nagpur B. Lucknow

C. Varanasi D. Gorakhpur

6. Which of the following states is going to host Attaukal
Ponkala Festival?

A. Gujarat B. Karnataka
C. Sikkim D. Kerala

7. Which of the following companies has recently acquired
Silicon Valley data migration company Alooma?

A. Amazon B. Google
C. Microsoft D. IBM

8. Which of the following female squash players has recently
announced her retirement on 19th February 2019?

A. Amanda Sobhy B. Alison Waters
C. Nicol David D. Laura Massaro

9. Amit, Nikhat strike gold at Strandja Memorial Boxing
Tournament. The Tournament was held in which city?

A. Sofia B. Varna
C. Burgas D. Pleven

10. Who among the following has recently been elected
president of the Astronomical Society of India?

A. Vaishnavi Sen B. G C Anupama

C. Preeti Ray D. Anupama Srivastava
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Explanations:

Hints to Remember

Who: Cabinet
What: approves 3% hike in DA for central govt employees, pensioners
When: published on 19th February 2019

In what comes as a major relief for government employees, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday approved the release of an additional installment of
Dearness Allowance to central government employees and Dearness Relief
to pensioners with effect from January 1, 2019. This will involve an increase
of 3% over the existing rate of 9% of the basic pay or pension.

“The Union Cabinet has given its approval to the release of an additional
installment of Dearness Allowance (DA) to Central Government employees,
and Dearness Relief (DR) to pensioners w.e.f. 1.1.2019 representing an
increase of 3% over the existing rate of 9% of the Basic Pay/Pension, to
compensate for price rise,” the government said in a release.

The government said that the combined impact of the hike in dearness
allowance and dearness relief will amount to Rs 9,168.12 crore per annum
and Rs 10,696.14 crore in the financial year 2019-20 (for a period of 14
months from January 2019 to February, 2020). This will benefit about 48.41
lakh Central Government employees and 62.03 lakh pensioners, it added.



For the complete information kindly visit given link:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cabinet-approves-3-hike-in-da-

for-central-govt-employees-pensioners/article26314096.ece

Hints to Remember

Who: Cabinet
What: sanctions Rs 2,055 cr for Swadesh Darshan Scheme
When: published on 20th February 2019

The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved the continuation of the Swadesh
Darshan Scheme during the extent of 14th Finance Commission - ending in
2020 -and beyond, sanctioning Rs 2,055 crore for 60 projects under the
scheme to be completed by December 2019.

It also sanctioned Rs 324 crore for six other projects for which "substantial”
funds have been released and the projects are to be completed in

September 2020.

Swadesh Darshan is a flagship scheme of the Ministry of Tourism under
which it is aiming to build 15 thematic tourist circuits across the country.

For the complete information kindly visit given link:

https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/cabinet-sanctions-
rs-2-055-cr-for-swadesh-darshan-scheme-119022000009 1.html



https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cabinet-approves-3-hike-in-da-for-central-govt-employees-pensioners/article26314096.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cabinet-approves-3-hike-in-da-for-central-govt-employees-pensioners/article26314096.ece
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/cabinet-sanctions-rs-2-055-cr-for-swadesh-darshan-scheme-119022000009_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/cabinet-sanctions-rs-2-055-cr-for-swadesh-darshan-scheme-119022000009_1.html

Hints to Remember

Who: Cabinet
What: nod for long-pending KUSUM, 40GW solar rooftop schemes
When: published on 20th February 2019

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) on Tuesday approved
two schemes for promotion of solar power — one for the agriculture sector
and the other for rooftops.

The long-pending KUSUM scheme (Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan
Mahabhiyan) was approved by the CCEA.

The scheme consists of three components: 1. Setting up 10 GW grid-
connected renewable power plants, each of 500KW to 2MW in rural areas;
2. Installation of 1.75 million standalone off-grid solar water pumps to fulfill
irrigation needs of farmers not connected to the grid; and 3. Solarisation of
existing 1 million grid-connected agriculture pumps to make farmers
independent of the grid supply and also sell surplus power to distribution
companies and get extra income.

For the complete information kindly visit given link:

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cabinet-

approves-two-solar-power-schemes-for-agriculture-and-rooftops-
119021901273 1.html



https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cabinet-approves-two-solar-power-schemes-for-agriculture-and-rooftops-119021901273_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cabinet-approves-two-solar-power-schemes-for-agriculture-and-rooftops-119021901273_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cabinet-approves-two-solar-power-schemes-for-agriculture-and-rooftops-119021901273_1.html

Hints to Remember

Who: Cabinet
What: approves Phase Il of rooftop solar programme
When: published on 19th February 2019

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on Wednesday approved
Phase-Il of the Grid Connected Rooftop Solar Programme that aims to
achieve a cumulative capacity of 40,000 MW from rooftop solar projects by
2022.

The programme will be implemented with a total central financial support
of Rs. 11,814 crore.

The Phase Il programme provides for central financial assistance (for
residential rooftop solar installations) up to 40% for rooftop systems up to
3kW and 20% for those with a capacity of 3-10kW. The second phase will
also focus on increasing the involvement of the distribution companies
(DISCOM).

For the complete information kindly visit given link:

https://www.thehindu.com/business/cabinet-approves-phase-ii-of-

rooftop-solar-programme/article26314512.ece

Hints to Remember

Who: Prime Minister


https://www.thehindu.com/business/cabinet-approves-phase-ii-of-rooftop-solar-programme/article26314512.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/cabinet-approves-phase-ii-of-rooftop-solar-programme/article26314512.ece

What: inaugurates Virtual Experiential Museum at Man — Mahal near
Dashashwamedh Ghat at Varanasi
When: published on 19th February 2019

The Prime Minister, Sri Narendra Modi inaugurated the newly established
Virtual Experiential Museum (VEM) in a Centrally Protected Monument
under Archeological Survey of India, Man — Mahal, situated on the bank of
the Ganges near holy Dashashwamedh Ghat at Varanasi.

Virtual Experiential Museum has been established by the National Council
of Science Museum (NCSM) working under the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India. NCSM has worked hard to show a glimpse of various
cultural aspects, tangible and intangible, of Varanasi through the use of
modern and sophisticated virtual reality technology in this museum. Indian
National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) helped in designing
and curation of this Virtual Experiential Museum and also in preparing of
script for various documentaries to be shown in this VEM.

A tour of VEM will be a unique experience for the visitors where they will
get the experience of the holy ghats, classical music, weaving of sari, Ram
Leela, 3D view of monuments, narrow lanes and betel shop etc. of Varanasi
in an interesting way with the help of curved T.V. screen, paintings, touch
screens and projectors etc.

The story of the descent of the holy Ganga on earth will also be shown to
the visitors in a most interesting manner.

For the complete information kindly visit given link:

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=188725



http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=188725

Hints to Remember

Who: Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

What: to host Attukal Pongala, world's largest religious congregation of
women

When: published on 20th February 2019

In Kerala, the capital city of Thiruvananthapuram is all prepared to host the
Attaukal Ponkala festival which is considered as one of the world's largest
religious gathering of women on a single day. Today lakhs of women will
prepare 'Pongala'- the offering in makeshift brick stoves to worship the
presiding deity of Attukal Bhagavathy temple.

The women, who reached Thiruvananthapuram from all over the state and
outside, will prepare 'pongala’ which is mix of rice, jaggery and scraped
coconut for about two hours in fresh earthen or metal pots by lining up on
either side of the roads around the shrine.

The ritual begins at 10.15 AM when chief priest lights the main hearth near
the shrine signalling the start of the annual ritual, while the sanctification
ceremony will be held at 2.20 PM.

For the complete information kindly visit given link:
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Kerala%3A-Thiruvananthapuram-

to-host-Attukal-Pongala%2C-world%26%2339%3Bs-largest-religious-
congregation-of-women&id=360012



http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Kerala%3A-Thiruvananthapuram-to-host-Attukal-Pongala%2C-world%26%2339%3Bs-largest-religious-congregation-of-women&id=360012
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Kerala%3A-Thiruvananthapuram-to-host-Attukal-Pongala%2C-world%26%2339%3Bs-largest-religious-congregation-of-women&id=360012
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Kerala%3A-Thiruvananthapuram-to-host-Attukal-Pongala%2C-world%26%2339%3Bs-largest-religious-congregation-of-women&id=360012

Hints to Remember

Who: Google
What: acquired Silicon Valley data migration company Alooma
When: published on 18th February 2019

Google announced its intention to acquire Alooma, a company that allows
enterprises to combine all of their data sources into services like Google’s
BigQuery, Amazon’s Redshift, Snowflake and Azure. The promise of Alooma
is that it handles the data pipelines and manages them for its users. In
addition to this data integration service, though, Alooma also helps with
migrating to the cloud, cleaning up this data and then using it for Al and
machine learning use cases.

“Here at Google Cloud, we’re committed to helping enterprise customers
easily and securely migrate their data to our platform,” Google VP of
engineering Amit Ganesh and Google Cloud Platform director of product
management Dominic Preuss write today. “The addition of Alooma, subject
to closing conditions, is a natural fit that allows us to offer customers a
streamlined, automated migration experience to Google Cloud, and give
them access to our full range of database services, from managed open
source database offerings to solutions like Cloud Spanner and Cloud
Bigtable.”

For the complete information kindly visit given link:

https://techcrunch.com/2019/02/19/google-acquires-cloud-migration-

platform-alooma/



https://techcrunch.com/2019/02/19/google-acquires-cloud-migration-platform-alooma/
https://techcrunch.com/2019/02/19/google-acquires-cloud-migration-platform-alooma/

Hints to Remember

Who: Nicol David

What: announced that she would be retiring from professional squash
when the 2018/19 season finishes

When: published on 19th February 2019

Nicol David once famously revealed that she would happily swap all eight of
her World Championship titles for just one Olympic gold medal.

That statement underlined her devotion to the game that she dominated
for a whole decade. As well as winning titles galore, she has always been a
fervent supporter of squash’s Olympic bid, a proud ambassador for
Malaysia and the game of squash, and an ideal sporting role model for
children across the globe.

Today’s announcement in her home country of Malaysia that Nicol, now 35,
is bringing to a close her illustrious playing career signals the end of a
unique era in squash.

Since making her debut on the international stage in 1996, when she won
the British Junior Under-14 Open title as a 12-year-old, this formidable
woman from Penang has blazed a phenomenal trail through the sport,
creating record after record.

She became the first player to win two world junior titles in 2001 before
going on to accumulate a record eight senior individual world titles among

a total of 81 PSA World Tour titles from 102 final appearances.

For the complete information kindly visit given link:



https://psaworldtour.com/news/view/6169/squash-stars-react-to-nicol-

david-announcing-her-retirement

Hints to Remember

Who: Nikhat Zareen and Meena Kumari Devi

What: became the first set of Indian women boxers to notch up gold
medals at the Strandja Memorial Tournament in Sofia, Bulgaria

When: published on 19th February 2019

Asian Games gold-medallist Amit Panghal (49kg) on Tuesday claimed a
second successive gold at the Strandja Memorial Tournament, in which
India’s women boxers also scripted history with a couple of maiden top
finishes in Sofia, Bulgaria.

The Armyman from Haryana pulled off a dominating 5-0 triumph over
Kazakhstan’s Temirtas Zhussupov, who was left with a bleeding forehead at
the end of the final bout.

Former junior world champion Nikhat Zareen and Meena Kumari Devi
became the first set of Indian women boxers to notch up gold medals at the
prestigious tournament, which is into its 70th edition.

For the complete information kindly visit given link:

https://sportstar.thehindu.com/boxing/strandja-memorial-tournament-

boxing-nikhat-zareen-meena-kumari/article26313029.ece



https://psaworldtour.com/news/view/6169/squash-stars-react-to-nicol-david-announcing-her-retirement
https://psaworldtour.com/news/view/6169/squash-stars-react-to-nicol-david-announcing-her-retirement
https://sportstar.thehindu.com/boxing/strandja-memorial-tournament-boxing-nikhat-zareen-meena-kumari/article26313029.ece
https://sportstar.thehindu.com/boxing/strandja-memorial-tournament-boxing-nikhat-zareen-meena-kumari/article26313029.ece
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Hints to Remember

Who: G C Anupama
What: elected president of the Astronomical Society of India
When: published on 18th February 2019

Dr.G C Anupama has been elected president of the Astronomical Society of
India (ASI), becoming the first woman to head the prime association of
professional astronomers in the country.

She was elected to the post in the ASI Executive Council elections for
triennium 2019-22 held last week, according to the Society website.

Presently the Dean and Senior Professor at the Bengaluru based Indian
Institute of Astrophysics (llA), Anupama is in the Indian core team which is
part of the international team engaged in establishing the thirty meter
telescope (TMT) at cost of over USD 1 billion in USA (Hawaii).

It is an international project, including India, which has been tasked with
providing some of the critical components.

For the complete information kindly visit given link:

https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/anupama-elected-
astronomical-society-of-india-president-first-119021800616 1.html



https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/anupama-elected-astronomical-society-of-india-president-first-119021800616_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/anupama-elected-astronomical-society-of-india-president-first-119021800616_1.html

Top 10 news of the day : 22" February 2019

1. G C Anupama elected president of the Astronomical Society of India.
(Today’s Current Affairs Questions of 22" February 2019 for CLAT 2019)

Dr.G C Anupama has been elected president of the Astronomical Society of
India (ASI), becoming the first woman to head the prime association of
professional astronomers in the country.

She was elected to the post in the ASI Executive Council elections for
triennium 2019-22 held last week, according to the Society website.

Presently the Dean and Senior Professor at the Bengaluru based Indian
Institute of Astrophysics (lIA), Anupama is in the Indian core team which is
part of the international team engaged in establishing the thirty meter
telescope (TMT) at cost of over USD 1 billion in USA (Hawaii).

It is an international project, including India, which has been tasked with
providing some of the critical components.

2. Nikhat Zareen and Meena Kumari Devi became the first set of Indian
women boxers to notch up gold medals at the Strandja Memorial
Tournament in Sofia, Bulgaria.

aily Legal Current Affairs Questions o ebruary
(Daily Legal C Affairs Questi f 22" Feb 2019)

Asian Games gold-medallist Amit Panghal (49kg) on Tuesday claimed a
second successive gold at the Strandja Memorial Tournament, in which
India’s women boxers also scripted history with a couple of maiden top
finishes in Sofia, Bulgaria.

The Armyman from Haryana pulled off a dominating 5-0 triumph over
Kazakhstan’s Temirtas Zhussupov, who was left with a bleeding forehead at
the end of the final bout.



Former junior world champion Nikhat Zareen and Meena Kumari Devi
became the first set of Indian women boxers to notch up gold medals at the
prestigious tournament, which is into its 70th edition.

3. Nicol David announced that she would be retiring from professional
squash when the 2018/19 season finishes.

(Today’s Legal Current Affairs Quiz of 22" February 2019)

Nicol David once famously revealed that she would happily swap all eight of
her World Championship titles for just one Olympic gold medal.

That statement underlined her devotion to the game that she dominated
for a whole decade. As well as winning titles galore, she has always been a
fervent supporter of squash’s Olympic bid, a proud ambassador for
Malaysia and the game of squash, and an ideal sporting role model for
children across the globe.

Today’s announcement in her home country of Malaysia that Nicol, now 35,
is bringing to a close her illustrious playing career signals the end of a
unigue era in squash.

Since making her debut on the international stage in 1996, when she won
the British Junior Under-14 Open title as a 12-year-old, this formidable
woman from Penang has blazed a phenomenal trail through the sport,
creating record after record.

She became the first player to win two world junior titles in 2001 before
going on to accumulate a record eight senior individual world titles among
a total of 81 PSA World Tour titles from 102 final appearances.

4. Google acquired Silicon Valley data migration company Alooma.
(22" February 2019 Current Affairs PDF for CLAT 2019)

Google announced its intention to acquire Alooma, a company that allows
enterprises to combine all of their data sources into services like Google’s
BigQuery, Amazon’s Redshift, Snowflake and Azure. The promise of Alooma



is that it handles the data pipelines and manages them for its users. In
addition to this data integration service, though, Alooma also helps with
migrating to the cloud, cleaning up this data and then using it for Al and
machine learning use cases.

“Here at Google Cloud, we’re committed to helping enterprise customers
easily and securely migrate their data to our platform,” Google VP of
engineering Amit Ganesh and Google Cloud Platform director of product
management Dominic Preuss write today. “The addition of Alooma, subject
to closing conditions, is a natural fit that allows us to offer customers a
streamlined, automated migration experience to Google Cloud, and give
them access to our full range of database services, from managed open
source database offerings to solutions like Cloud Spanner and Cloud
Bigtable.”

5. Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala to host Attukal Pongala, world's largest
religious congregation of women.

(Most Important Current Affairs Questions of 22" February 2019 for CLAT
2019)

In Kerala, the capital city of Thiruvananthapuram is all prepared to host the
Attaukal Ponkala festival which is considered as one of the world's largest
religious gathering of women on a single day. Today lakhs of women will
prepare 'Pongala'- the offering in makeshift brick stoves to worship the
presiding deity of Attukal Bhagavathy temple.

The women, who reached Thiruvananthapuram from all over the state and
outside, will prepare 'pongala’ which is mix of rice, jaggery and scraped
coconut for about two hours in fresh earthen or metal pots by lining up on
either side of the roads around the shrine.

The ritual begins at 10.15 AM when chief priest lights the main hearth near
the shrine signalling the start of the annual ritual, while the sanctification
ceremony will be held at 2.20 PM.



6. Prime Minister inaugurates Virtual Experiential Museum at Man -
Mahal near Dashashwamedh Ghat at Varanasi.

(Top 10 Objective Current Affairs Questions of 22" February 2019 for
CLAT 2019)

The Prime Minister, Sri Narendra Modi inaugurated the newly established
Virtual Experiential Museum (VEM) in a Centrally Protected Monument
under Archeological Survey of India, Man — Mahal, situated on the bank of
the Ganges near holy Dashashwamedh Ghat at Varanasi.

Virtual Experiential Museum has been established by the National Council
of Science Museum (NCSM) working under the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India. NCSM has worked hard to show a glimpse of various
cultural aspects, tangible and intangible, of Varanasi through the use of
modern and sophisticated virtual reality technology in this museum. Indian
National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) helped in designing
and curation of this Virtual Experiential Museum and also in preparing of
script for various documentaries to be shown in this VEM.

A tour of VEM will be a unique experience for the visitors where they will
get the experience of the holy ghats, classical music, weaving of sari, Ram
Leela, 3D view of monuments, narrow lanes and betel shop etc. of Varanasi
in an interesting way with the help of curved T.V. screen, paintings, touch
screens and projectors etc.

The story of the descent of the holy Ganga on earth will also be shown to
the visitors in a most interesting manner.

7. Cabinet approves Phase Il of rooftop solar programme.
(Top Legal Current Affairs Questions and Answers of 22" February 2019)

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on Wednesday approved
Phase-ll of the Grid Connected Rooftop Solar Programme that aims to
achieve a cumulative capacity of 40,000 MW from rooftop solar projects by
2022.



The programme will be implemented with a total central financial support
of 311,814 crore.

The Phase Il programme provides for central financial assistance (for
residential rooftop solar installations) up to 40% for rooftop systems up to
3kW and 20% for those with a capacity of 3-10kW. The second phase will
also focus on increasing the involvement of the distribution companies
(DISCOM).

8. Cabinet nod for long-pending KUSUM, 40GW solar rooftop schemes.

(Top 10 Current Affairs Questions and Answers of 22™ February 2019 for
CLAT 2019)

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) on Tuesday approved
two schemes for promotion of solar power — one for the agriculture sector
and the other for rooftops.

The long-pending KUSUM scheme (Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan
Mahabhiyan) was approved by the CCEA.

The scheme consists of three components: 1. Setting up 10 GW grid-
connected renewable power plants, each of 500KW to 2MW in rural areas;
2. Installation of 1.75 million standalone off-grid solar water pumps to fulfill
irrigation needs of farmers not connected to the grid; and 3. Solarisation of
existing 1 million grid-connected agriculture pumps to make farmers
independent of the grid supply and also sell surplus power to distribution
companies and get extra income.

9. Cabinet sanctions Rs 2,055 cr for Swadesh Darshan Scheme.
(Legal Current Affairs in Short of 22" February 2019)

The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved the continuation of the Swadesh
Darshan Scheme during the extent of 14th Finance Commission - ending in
2020 -and beyond, sanctioning Rs 2,055 crore for 60 projects under the
scheme to be completed by December 2019.



It also sanctioned Rs 324 crore for six other projects for which "substantial"
funds have been released and the projects are to be completed in
September 2020.

Swadesh Darshan is a flagship scheme of the Ministry of Tourism under
which it is aiming to build 15 thematic tourist circuits across the country.

10. Cabinet approves 3% hike in DA for central govt employees,
pensioners.

(Current Affairs and GK Questions of 22" February 2019 for CLAT 2019)

In what comes as a major relief for government employees, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday approved the release of an additional instalment of
Dearness Allowance to central government employees and Dearness Relief
to pensioners with effect from January 1, 2019. This will involve an increase
of 3% over the existing rate of 9% of the basic pay or pension.

“The Union Cabinet has given its approval to the release of an additional
instalment of Dearness Allowance (DA) to Central Government employees,
and Dearness Relief (DR) to pensioners w.e.f. 1.1.2019 representing an
increase of 3% over the existing rate of 9% of the Basic Pay/Pension, to
compensate for price rise,” the government said in a release.

The government said that the combined impact of the hike in dearness
allowance and dearness relief will amount to Rs 9,168.12 crore per annum
and Rs 10,696.14 crore in the financial year 2019-20 (for a period of 14
months from January 2019 to February, 2020). This will benefit about 48.41
lakh Central Government employees and 62.03 lakh pensioners, it added.
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